WYLIE E. GROVES HIGH SCHOOL BAND

Welcome back to school and to a new year of learning experiences, both musical and social. The Groves Band Program has a long history of excellent musical ensembles, known nationally and internationally. Our program practices and demands a high standard of excellence, as witnessed in concerts and festivals.

In order to continue achieving our goals of an educational musical experience, the effort from each member must be a consistent 100%. Your responsibility as a student, citizen, and member of the Groves Band Program is outlined in the following pages. It is your responsibility to know these expectations, and to fulfill them as a matter of habit in our daily rehearsals. 

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE

Students will spend approximately one-quarter of the rehearsals working on scales, rhythm, and ensemble performance. The other three-quarters of the rehearsal will be spent on band literature to further develop their ensemble skills in preparation of concerts and performances. 

HOMEWORK

Students are expected to practice. Private lessons are encouraged but are not required. Music is a foreign language. It must be practiced step-by-step to master it. Remember, you belong to a team and are responsible for yourself and your part. The Groves Band is only as strong as its’ weakest link.

GRADING AND EVALUATION

Student’s grades will be determined by your daily work, behavior, and progress in rehearsals and attendance at all performances. Your grade and evaluation will come from the following sources:

· Performance grades: All Marching Band performances (football games, marching band invitational, and parades), all Concert Band, Symphony Band, and Wind Ensemble performances, MSBOA Band Festival and pre-festival concert are a requirement of the Band class. This is a performance-based activity. 

· Test grades: All students will be tested on scales, rhythms, and concert music for a grade.

· Attitude and behavior grades: (Know your responsibilities as a member of this organization)

· Distractions in class/rehearsals will not be tolerated.

· Gum, food, or drinks (other than water) is not allowed in the rehearsal hall.

· Practice good posture and hand positions. This displays your attitude and dedication to the musical process.

· You must be in your seat, with music and instruments, within two minutes of the start of the established class/rehearsal time.

· Homework, writing letters, reading books, getting up and walking around, etc., is not allowed in the rehearsal, unless you have prior permission.

· You must come prepared for all rehearsals and performances. You are responsible to have an instrument, reeds, music, valve oil, your own drumsticks, etc.

· Concert etiquette: All students will behave appropriately, on and off the stage, at all performances. If you disrupt any performance, it will result in a school disciplinary action and a lower class grade.

· Unexcused absence from class/rehearsal will result in a school disciplinary action and a lower class grade.

· Offensive language, gestures, double meaning words or phrases, talking back to an instructor (teacher, director, drill instructor, corps commander, flag captain, guest teacher, etc.), or insubordination of any kind will result in a school disciplinary action.

· Having and displaying a great attitude, and being a responsible person will earn you the grade you expect and deserve. Remember, you are a leader. Learn to lead and make your own paths. All of our paths will lead to the same goal: SUCCESS.

Band is a group activity. The quality of performance depends entirely upon the perfection of every detail. The large group is generally divided into smaller groups; woodwinds, brass, percussion, and then again into smaller groups; flutes, clarinets, oboes, bassoons, saxes, trumpets, French horns, baritones, trombones, tubas, percussion. It is vital that the director often work with one of the groups while the others do not play. If the ones not playing begin talking, the flow of the rehearsal is often lost and the group that I am working with will lose their concentration. Such interruptions make learning difficult because the ones playing cannot hear their attempts at refinement, which are often very delicate. Rehearsal repetition time is greatly reduced when there is an atmosphere of silence when needed, as needed.

Please note that during the week of a concert, it is very important that the director be notified of any illness or other circumstance that might hinder attendance from any band rehearsal or activity. Parents or guardians must oversee this matter. For other activities, please note: ANY STUDENT MISSING A CONCERT OR PERFORMANCE WITHOUT A WRITTEN REASON SIGNED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN AND GIVEN TO ME AT LEAST ONE MONTH PRIOR TO THE DATE OF THE EVENT, WILL HAVE HIS/HER GRADE LOWERED FROM THE TOTAL GRADE ON THE CURRENT REPORT CARD. THIS WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED. ALL PERFORMANCES ARE A REQUIREMENT OF THE CLASS. You must realize that after receiving the note, the director will then determine whether to excuse the absence or not. Of course serious illness, accidents, or a death in the family will be handled on a personal basis. Questions regarding any related matters should be directed to Mr. Zarzycki. 
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All GHS Band members are leaders. The responsibility for a successful experience rests with each individual through quality effort at every level.

Three laws of leadership:

1. You can’t lead others until you lead yourself

2. You’re only worth what you give away

3. You can only give away what you have

The premise is simple. Lead by example, lead by giving, and give your best. 

Remember, don’t learn to follow, learn to make your own path: LEADERSHIP

I have read and understand the Groves High School Band rules, expectations, and responsibilities. I will adhere to the contents as written.

 Sign: _______________________________ Date: __________


(please sign clearly)

(circle the band you are in)

Concert Band

Symphony Band


Wind Ensemble

(circle the grade you are in)

9th

10th

11th

12th

